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FROM  THE  DESK  OF 

THE  PRESIDENT 


DEAR  FRIENDS, 

AS  THIS  YEAR  COMES  TO  A  CLOSE  I  WOULD  LIKE  TO  MAKE  A  PERSONAL 
CHALLENGE  TO  ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  N.N.A..  WE  HAVE  APPROX  I MAETLY 
FOUR  MONTHS  BEFORE  OUR  THIRTY  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  IN 
FREMONT  TAKES  PLACE.  MY  HOPES  ARE  FOR  A  SUBSTANTIAL  INCREASE  IN 
MEMBERSHIP  AND  TO  FACILITATE  THAT  I  WILL  PERSONALLY  PAY  FOR  A 
LIFE  TIME  MEMBERSHIP  TO  THE  N.N.A.  FOR  THE  INDIVIDUAL  WHO  WILL 
SPONSOR  THE  MOST  NEW  MEMBERS  BETWEEN  NOW  AND  APRIL  25th, 1992. 

IF  EVERY  MEMBER  WOULD  JUST  SPONSOR  ONE  NEW  MEMBER  OUR  SIZE  WOULD 
DOUBLE,  WOULDN’T  THAT  BE  GREAT. 

SO  THERE  IT  IS,  GOOD  LUCK,  AND  DON’T  FORGET  TO  MAKE  PLANS  NOW 
TO  ATTEND  THE  SHOW  IN  APRIL. 

SINCERELY, 

BOB  MISSEL 
PRESIDENT,  N.N.A. 

P.S.;  I  WILL  MAKE  THE  PRESENTATION  OF  THE 
LIFE  TIME  MEMBERSHIP  AT  OUR  DINNER 
MEETING  ON  SATURDAY  APRIL,  25th. 


GRAND  ISLAND  COIN  CLUB 


COIN  SHOW 

BUY— SELL  — TRADE 

February  1-2,1992 

Saturday  and  Sunday:  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Riverside  Inn  Motel 
3333  Ramada  Road 

Grand  Island,  NE 

FREE  ADMISSION 


SHOW  CHAIRMAN  —  MARVIN  LUKE  —  BOX  44  —  FARWELU  NE  68838  —  308-336^265 


FROM  THE  EDITOR: 


I  just  want  to  take  time  and  let  Nebraska  Numismatic  Assocition 
members  know  what  exciting  things  that  the  N.N.A.  is  doing  this 
year.  First,  it  is  time  to  send  your  nominations  for  officers  to 
Elmer  Nelson.  All  nominations  must  be  received  by  March  1st. 

As  editor,  I  am  always  looking  for  articles  or  information  to 
print  in  the  newsletter.  I  thought  it  would  be  interesting  to 
provide  information  about  other  numismatic  clubs,  so  else  where 
in  this  issue  you  will  fine  information  on  The  Souvenir  Card 
Collector's  Society.  The  Souvenir  Card  Collectors  Society  is  an 
organization  consisting  of  souvenir  card  and  intaglio-printed 
vignette  collectors  and  dealers.  The  quality  of  THE  SOUVENIR 
CARD  JOURNAL  is  one  of  the  best  publication  I  have  seen  from  a 
specialty  organization.  If  you  would  like  to  see  information  on 
other  organizations,  send  me  the  information  and  I  will  try  to 
publish  it  in  the  N.N.A.  NEWSLETTER. 

The  Fremont  Coin  Club  is  busy  planning  this  year's  convention. 
It  sounds  like  this  will  be  one  of  the  outstanding  N.N.A. 
conventions.  The  banquet  is  now  in  the  planning  stage.  The 
entertainment  for  the  spouse's  get  together  is  going  to  be  great. 
The  entertainment  will  be  for  all  persons,  not  just  the  ladies, 
so  plan  to  attend. 

1992  is  the  125th  year  of  Nebraska's  statehood,  so  the  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association  has  decided  to  commemorate  the  event  by 
issuing  an  elongated  coin.  Send  your  order  to  :  N.N.A.  c/o 
Steven  C.  Drake,  6411  No.  77th  St.,  Omaha,  NE  68134. 


1  coin  $1 
3  coins  $2 
10  coins  $5 


Order  must  have  a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope  (SASE) ,  make 
sure  you  have  the  correct  amount  of  postage  for  large  orders. 


Your  editor. 


h. 


s/M/nw 
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BRYAM  MONEY 


With  the  central  issue  of  the  1896  campaign  being  the  free 
coinage  of  silver  versus  the  strict  gold  standard,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  silverites'  16  to  1  battle  cry  should  find 
concrete  expression  at  their  enemies'  hands.  As  early  in  the 
campaign  as  the  month  of  July,  just  after  Bryan's  "Cross  of  Gold" 
speech  delivered  on  July  9,  the  first  of  the  coin-silver  Bryan 
money  pieces  were  struck  by  Tiffany  &  Company,  the  New  York 
jewelers.  In  the  same  month  the  St.  Louis,  Missouri  jewelers  E. 
Jaccard  &  Company  issued  similar  pieces.  As  the  campaign  grew  in 
intensity,  so  the  number  and  varieties  of  coin-silver  Bryan  money 
pieces  increased. 

The  purpose  behind  all  the  many  types  of  Bryan  money,  which  were 
catalogued  by  Farran  Zerbe  (and  published  in  THE  NUMISMATIST  in  a 
special  issue  in  1926)  was  the  same,  to  ridicule  free  silver's 
stand  on  the  convertibility  of  silver  to  gold  at  the  16  to  1 
ratio.  Whether  made  in  .900  fine  coin  silver,  type  metal, 
bronze,  or  aluminum,  their  aim  was  to  sway  public  opinion  away 
from  Bryan  and  toward  McKinley  and  the  Republican  party.  The 
media  chosen  to  express  what  was  really  a  political  objective 
varied  according  to  the  taste  and  economic  status  of  the  target 
of  the  propaganda.  The  method,  however,  was  largely  the  same:  to 
exaggerate  by  size,  weight,  and  bulk  the  effect  of  a  free 
conversion  from  silver  to  gold. 

Thus  we  have  the  size  of  the  standard  Morgan  type  silver  dollar, 
containing  412  1/2  grains  of  coin  silver,  superimposed  on  a 
planchet  manufactured  by  Tiffany  of  the  same  fineness  but 
containing  823  grains  of  silver--the  equivalent  of  one  gold 
dollar's  worth  of  silver  if  the  silver  dollar  were  revalued 
upward  50%  as  the  Democrates  wanted  in  1896.  The  moral  was  clear 
and  could  be  drawn  by  anyone  fortunate  enough  to  afford  one  of 
these  souvenirs.  If  the  free  silverites  won  the  election  the 
sheer  physical  bulk  of  the  silver  coinage  would  double.  The 
large  fine  silver  pieces  could  never  reach  the  general  public,  of 
course,  since  their  cost  was  the  equivalent  of  a  gold  dollar,  too 
much  to  spend  on  a  campaign  curio  no  matter  how  partisan  the 
average  man  might  have  been.  The  majority  of  Bryan  money  pieces 
Zerbe  catalogued  were  base  metal,  cast  or  struck  pieces, 
sometimes  bronze  or  aluminum  ones,  but  usually  by  their  weight 
and  size  bearing  the  same  lesson  as  their  more  expensive  cousins. 
The  denominations  caricatured  reflect  those  most  likely  to  have 
seen  circulation  in  trade  or  wages:  the  silver  dime  and  the 
silver  dollar.  The  messages  they  bore  all  hammered  home  the  same 
point,  how  inconvenient  and  cumbersome  the  coinage  could  become 
if  Bryan  were  elected. 

Bryan  money  pieces  in  coin  silver  were  manufactured  by  eastern 
jewelers  and  silversmiths,  principally  Tiffany  in  New  York  and 
the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Company.  These  two  firms  produced 
pieces  for  sale  under  their  own  names.  Tiffany  sold  some  to  the 
St.  Louis  jewelers  E.  Jaccard  &  Company  but  these  did  not  bear 
Jaccard 's  name  and  the  edge  stamp  identifying  the  maker  as 
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Tiffany  were  not  employed.  They  are  ascribed  to  Tiffany  by  the 
similarity  of  their  design,  and  fabric.  Gorham  Manufacturing  was 
by  far  the  largest  manufacturer  and  distributor.  Their  products 
were  marketed  under  their  own  name  in  two  types,  with  and  without 
the  graphic  comparison  of  the  standard  versus  the  free  silver 
dollar.  Gorham  also  manufactured  pieces  for  Spaulding  &  Company; 
these  bear  Spaulding's  name  cut  into  the  set  of  working  dies. 
Gorham's  products  were  also  struck  without  their  name  appearing 
on  the  pieces.  These  were  sold  to  distributors;  in  two  cases  the 
names  of  the  distributors  were  then  punched  into  the  struck 
pieces  before  shipment.  We  may  assume  that  these  coin  silver 
pieces  were  sold,  occasionally  given  as  gifts,  or  otherwise 
distributed  to  a  select  market  probably  already  convinced  of  the 
moral  that  they  were  meant  to  draw.  Distribution  of  these 
expensive  items  seems  to  have  been  limited  to  New  York  and  St. 
Louis. 

Small  denomination  base  metal  pieces  were  more  widely 
manufactured.  Dollar-sized  pieces  were  made  in  Wisconsin  and  New 
York  City,  dimes  in  San  Francisco,  Cleveland,  Chicago,  and 
Pittsburgh,  outright  satirical  pieces  in  most  of  these  same 
cities.  The  center  of  production  hinged  on  Chicago  and  northwest 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  creators  ranged  from  individuals  with  a 
flair  for  casting  type  to  firms  engaged  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing  store  cards  and  other  advertising  media.  Unlike 
their  more  expensive  eastern  cousins,  these  base  metal  pieces 
were  not  meant  to  last  longer  than  the  resolution  of  the  issues 
that  they  caricatured.  After  the  results  of  the  1896  election 
gave  McKinley  his  victory,  the  smaller  pieces  were  discarded, 
lost,  or  passed  on.  The  chief  midwestern  manufacturer,  S.G. 
Childs  of  Chicago,  had  destroyed  its  records,  dies,  and  remaining 
specimens  prior  to  Zerbe's  visit  to  them  in  1918.  The  San 
Francisco  firms  of  Moise  &  Company  and  Irving  &  Jachens  lost 
their  records  and  specimens  in  the  fire  following  the  1906 
earthquake.  Many  of  the  rarest  Bryan  money  types  are  found  in 
the  dimes  series  or  among  the  avowedly  satirical  pieces. 

Exponents  of  free  silver  did  not  meet  the  challenge  of  Bryan 
money  with  equal  fervor.  Zerbe's  study  found  only  one  type 
issued  by  Bryan  adherents  that  may  relate  to  the  1896  campaign 
and  but  two  dated  1900.  When  Bryan  resurrected  free  silver 
during  the  1900  campaign  as  his  chief  issue,  alongside  U.S. 
imperialistic  expansion  into  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Pacific,  Gorham 
dusted  off  the  old  1896  cartwheel  die  and  ran  off  a  new  series  of 
coin-silver  pieces  dated  1900  using  the  previous  issue's  design. 
The  company  also  produced  a  rectangular  ingot  for  McKinley's 
partisans,  and  the  only  ingot-sized  type  of  Bryan  money  now 
known . 

The  campaign  of  1896  saw  the  most  types  and  the  widest 
distribution  of  Bryan  money.  Pieces  dated  1900  are  far  fewer  in 
number  than  those  from  the  previous  campaign.  A  few  pieces  dated 
1908  and  1912,  the  "Taft"  and  "Wilson"  dollars,  were  published  by 
coin  dealer  Thomas  L.  Elder  for  private  circulation.  Farran 
Zerbe  speculated  that  governmental  suppression  of  the 
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manufacture  of  some  of  these  pieces  in  1896  and  1897  may  have 
made  them  seem  risky.  Technically,  all  but  the  coin-silver  types 
and  baldly  satirical  ones  violated  the  counterfeiting  laws.  In 
Pittsburgh,  Secret  Service  agents  confiscated  a  dollar  token  and 
threatened  the  designer  with  a  $100  fine  in  1897.  Zerbe  went  so 
far  as  to  suggest  that  the  government  may  have  selectively 
suppressed  some  of  these  pieces  in  areas  where  their 
"circulation”  might  have  influenced  voters’  opinions.  This  issue 
was  clouded,  however,  by  the  fact  that  while  the  Democrats 
controlled  the  presidency  in  1896  the  president  was  an  outcast  in 
his  own  party.  Whatever  the  cause  for  the  disappearance  of  Bryan 
money  after  1897,  the  pieces  themselves  remain  today  as  political 
messages  dressed  in  numismatic  clothes,  and  have  been  a  popular 
collecting  field  since  Farran  Zerbe 's  pioneering  work  in 
cataloguing  the  series  was  first  published  in  1926  in  THE 
NUMISMATIST. 


The  above  article  was  printed  in  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  sale 
catolog  of  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE,  November  20-22,  1991. 

******************it*iHHtiiii*iiitii*****1i**1i**il*iHi*iiiHi1,1,'tt1,i,’mt1HtiHtiHHt1t1i* 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  On  February  10,  1870  Carson  City  Mint  delivers 

first  coinage.  The  coins  were  silver  dollars. 


GARY  NICHOLSON 


RARE  COINS  & 
SUPPUES 


TWIN  COLLECTABLES 
P.O.  BOX  278 
ELKHORN,  NE  68022 
402-289-4142 


ANA  #R-139129 


Send  SASE 
for  Quarterly 
Mail  Bid  List 


The  Art 
of  Collecting 

Why  noi  stan  to  amaNs  your 
special  and  very  personal  fortune 
by  collecting  what  makes  the  world 
go  round. 

Money.  Money.  Money. 

Build  your  collection  piece  by  piece  V; 
with  the  help  ot  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (ANA).  This  special  nonprofit  group 
was  chartered  by  Congress  to  help  you  learn  and 
discover  all  about  numismatics. 

The  hobby  of  money  —  spend  some  lime  on  il. 

For  a  FREE  coin  collecting  brochure  call  toll 
tree  800-367-9723  Ask  for  Department  F3. 


- 

y  \  >  ya  AmenconNumisnn 
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*6”’  ' 


*3. 


j  L 

FREE 

COIN  SHOW 

SUN.  MAR.  8, 1888 

LINCOLN,  NE 
AIRPORT 
HOLIDAY  INN 

LINCOLN  COIN  CLUB 
COIN  SHOW 
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ATTENTION  N.N.A.  MEMBERS:  Article  V,  Section  1,  of  the 
constitution  states  that  the  President  shall  call  for  nominations 
of  of  officers  to  appear  in  the  January  issue  of  the  newsletter. 
This  year  the  office  of  President,  First  and  Second  Vice- 
President  as  well  as  Secretary-Treasurer  must  be  filled.  Please 
send  nominations  to  Sec'y/Treas.  Elmer  G.  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  683, 
Sutherland,  NE  69165.  All  nominations  should  be  mailed  to  Elmer 
by  March  1,  1992. 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCITION:  New  due  rates  took  effect 
January  1st  of  this  year.  Regular  membership  is  $3.00  per  year 
or  $10.00  for  4  years.  Life  membership  is  $50.00  after  three 
years  of  regular  membership.  If  you  have  questions  about  your 
membership,  write  to  Elmer  G.  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  683,  Sutherland, 
NE  69165. 


FREMONT  COIN  CLUB:  The  club  held  its  annual  dinner  meeting  Oct. 
19th  at  Marion's  Restaurant  in  Fremont.  Claire  Mare  gave  a  slide 
presentation  about  "The  History  of  the  U.S.  Flag."  The  club  has 
issued  its  annual  wooden  nickel  honoring  the  N.N.A.  Convention  to 
be  held  in  Fremont.  The  price  is  15  cents  for  one  or  2  5  cents 
for  two  and  a  self  addressed  stamped  envelope.  Write  to  the 
Fremont  Coin  Club,  1722  East  19th  St.,  Fremont,  NE  68025. 


OMAHA  COIN  CLUB:  The  club  held  its  annual  coin  show  Oct.  5-6. 
Steven  Drake  won  the  Best  of  Show  Award  with  his  "Omaha  City 
Notes"  exhibit  while  Kristine  Drake  won  the  Best  of  Show  YN  Award 
with  her  "20th  Century  Dollar  Coins"  exhibit.  The  club  will  host 
the  10th  annual  ATCO  Token  and  Medal  Show  Sept.  5-6  this  year. 
The  ATCO  Token  and  Medal  Show  is  the  largest  token  show  in  the 
United  States. 


WAHOO  COIN  CLUB:  The  club  held  its  annual  coin  show  Oct.  27th. 
John  Veach  won  Best  of  Show  Award  with  his  "2  0th  Century  Type 
Coins"  exhibit  while  Jim  Jasa's  "Type  Coins  and  Gold"  exhibit  won 
the  People's  Choice  Award. 

***************************************************************** 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  November  1,  1965  clad  quarters  were  released  to 

banks  to  ease  the  coin  shortage. 

November  28,  1968  —  First  small  size  $100  U.S. 

Notes  delivered  to  Treasury. 


Feb 


.  1-2  Grand  Island  Coin  Club  Show,  Riverside  Inn  Motel, 

3333  Ramada  Road,  Grand  Island,  NE 

Feb.  27-29  American  Numismatic  Association  Early  Spring  Conven¬ 
tion,  Dallas  Market  Hall,  Dallas,  TX 

Mar.  8  Lincoln  Coin  Club  Show,  Airport  Holiday  Inn,  Lincoln, 

Nebraska 


Apr.  25-26 


Apr.  30  - 
May  3 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCITION  37TH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
CITY  AUDITORIUM,  9TH  AND  BROAD  STREETS,  HOSTED  BY  THE 
FREMONT  COIN  CLUB,  FREMONT,  NE 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society  53rd  Anniversary 
Convention,  hosted  by  the  Northwest  Coin  Club, 
Minneapolis,  MN 


Sept.  5-6  ATCO  10th  Annual  National  Token  and  Medal  Show, 
hosted  by  Omaha  Coin  Club,  Holiday  Inn's  Ford  Hall, 
1-80  and  72nd  St. ,  Omaha,  NE 


***************************************************************** 


FUTURE  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  CONVENTION 


1993 . Scottsbluff,  hosted  by  the  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club 

The  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  is  looking  for  locations  to 
hold  its  conventions  in  future  years,  so  please  send  your  bid  to 
Elmer  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  683,  Sutherland,  NE  69165 


***************************************************************** 


Numismatic  News  comes  highly  recommended 
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WANTED 


Collector  seeks  "CAPITAL  PLASTIC" 
holders  from  the  Fremont,  Lincoln, 
Omaha,  4  Vahoo  Coin  Clubs,  also  any 
holder  from  the  N.N.A.  and  A.N.A. 
Fair  orices  paid.  'Vill  buy  with  or 
without  coins  or  medals.  Send  des¬ 
cription  of  holder  toi 

John  L.  Veach 
945  "D"  St.  #6 
Lincoln,  NE  68502 


11. 


Mr.  Dana  M.  Marr 
sees  Secretary 
PO.  Box  41 55 
Tulsa,  OK  74159-0155 


The  oouvealr  Card  Collectors  Society,  loc.,  Is  an  organization 
consisting  of  Souvenir  Card  Collectors  and  Dealers.  Membership  Includes 
a  quarterly  publication  "TS5  SOUVENIH  CARO  JOURRAL".  Each  member  Is 
entitled  to  free  ads  In  the  Journal.  Dealers  are  entitled  to  more  free 
ads.  For  details,  see  a  copy  of  the  Jotimal. 


Dues  are  payable  on  Jantiary  1st  annually  for  one  year.  The  dues 
are  as  follows: 


4  20.00  for  Regular  Membership 
i  30*00  for  Dealers  Membership 
i  250.00  for  a  Life  Membership 


^  25.00  Overseas  Membership 
$  35*00  ”  ’’  Dealer  Memberships 

^  300.00  Dealer  Life  Membership 


Dues  are  the  same  at  any  time  of  the  year.  Each  member,  new  or 
renewal  receiving  all  Issues  of  the  Journal  for  that  year. 

If,  for  any  reason,  the  Society  gets  behind  In  publishing  the 
Journal,  each  member  will  eventxially  receive  adJ.  of  the  Journals  that  he 
Is  entitled  to  receive.  The  Society  reserves  the  right  to  combine  Issues 
when  business  dictates. 

The  four  bach  issues  for  the  yesurs  I98I  through  I985  are  available 
for  J2.50  per  Issue.  The  Issues  for  I966,  19^  and  I989  are  53. 00  each. 

The  edition  for  I988  (one  Issue  only)  a  compendium  of  all  "official”  cards 
yet  hnown  at  time  of  Issue  being  sent  to  the  printer  Is  {  27*50*  Als 
cost  Includes  postage  and  handling.  All  orders  are  from  the  Secretary. 

From  time  to  time  the  Society  offers  Souvenir  Cards  for  sale. 

For  Joining  the  Society,  please  complete  the  following  information 
and  return  to  the  address  above  with  check  or  money  order. 


RAMS: 


STREET  OR  PO  BOX: 

cm: 


STATE: 

ZIP  PUB  k  CODE: 

REW  MEMBERSHIP  (T/R) 


RENEWAL  (T/R) 


sees  # 


STATE  HIDE  MEETING  NIGHTS 


ALLIANCE  -  Sandhills  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Alliance  City 
Library,  520  Box  Butte  Ave.,  7:30  PM 

FREMONT  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  Nebraska  Softball 
Hall  of  Fame  Building,  ALCO  Plaza,  Highway  30,  7:30  PM 

GRAND  ISLAND  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 

LINCOLN  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building,  531 
Westgate  Blvd. ,  7:30  PM 

NEBRASKA  CITY  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  no  regular  scheduled 
meeting 

NORTH  PLATTE  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  3rd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OGALLALA  -  Ogallala  Coin  Club,  4th  Monday,  Keith  County 
Courthouse,  7:30  PM 

OMAHA  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Commercial  Federal  Savings, 
96th  i  "L"  Streets,  7:30  PM 

OMAHA  -  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Commercial  Federal 
Savings,  96th  &  "L"  Streets,  7:30  PM 

SCOTTSBLUFF  -  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Me  Donald's 
Offices,  511  West  27th,  7:30  PM 

WAHOO  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Wahoo  High  School,  8:00  PM 
NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  —  Executive  Board 


PRESIDENT: 

Robert  Missel 
427  N.  Birchwood 
Fremont,  NE  68025 

1st  VICE-PRESIDENT 
Clifford  A.  Reed 
512  North  Bailey 
North  Platte,  NE  69101 


2nd  VICE-PRESIDENT: 
James  McKee 
3425  Otoe 
Lincoln,  NE  68506 

SECRETARY -TREASURER 
Elmer  G.  Nelson 
P.O.  Box  683 
Sutherland,  NE  69165 


OTHER  MEMBERS:  Don  Briggs,  Curtis,  NE 

Gary  Nicholson,  Elkhorn,  NE 
Charles  Stowers,  McCook,  NE 
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